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Opening remarks

VIP Q & A
With Kansas Governor Hon. Laura Kelly & Candidate

for MO-04 Lindsey Simmons; Moderated by House
Democratic Leader Hon. Crystal Quade

Honorable Vicki Englund, Nominee for Treasurer

Mr. Rich Finneran, Nominee for Attorney General

Mr. Yinka Faleti, Nominee for Secretary of State

Honorable Alissia Canady, Nominee for Lt. Governor

Recognition of Award Winners
Democrat of the Year: Rep LaKeySha Bosley

Young Democrat of the Year: Dalton Crawford

Volunteer of the Year: Dr. Jonathan Kessler

Ms. Cori Bush, Nominee for Congress, MO-01

Honorable Jill Schupp, Nominee for Congress, MO-02 

Honorable Nicole Galloway, Nominee for Governor

Honorable Cory Booker, Keynote Speaker

Awards, HOnors, and Remarks

Closing Remarks
Acting Chair Clem Smith





The New Old Fashioned
A twist on the favorite cocktail of  President Harry Truman, Missouri's own. According to journalist

Mark Will-Weber in his book Mint Juleps with Teddy Roosevelt: The Complete History of Presidential
Drinking, President Truman liked his made especially strong.

1 tbsp simple syrup

5 dashes bitters

2 peach slices

4 blackberries

2 1/2 ounces bourbon

splash of sparkling water

Muddle simple syrup, bitters, 1 peach slice, and two

blackberries in a glass

Pour bourbon over the mixture

Top with ice & sparkling water

Add the surplus peach slice and blackberries, stir

1.

2.

3.

4.

Signature Cocktails

The Missouri Mule
A non-alcoholic beverage with a bite as stubborn as a mule.

juice of 1 lime (or 1 oz lime juice)

1/2 cup ginger beer

2 1/2 tbsp club soda or sparkling water

mint & lime slices, to garnish

Combine ingredients in a copper mug

Top with crushed ice, garnish, & serve

1.

2.
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A United States Senator since 2013, Cory has written
and championed dozens of bills aimed at fixing our
broken criminal justice system, expanding economic
opportunity, and fighting for equal justice for
everyone.

Cory believes in an economy that values American
workers and benefits everyone, not just the
privileged few. He has wrote and helped pass the
most sweeping economic development bill in a
generation. His baby bonds proposal, the American  

U.S. Senator Cory Booker

Opportunity Accounts Act, would virtually close the racial wealth gap by funding a federally-backed
savings account for every child born in America that grows with them as they grow up, ensuring
that all children born in this country are afforded the opportunity for upward mobility.

In 2018, Cory helped to write and pass the First Step Act—a bipartisan bill that, for the first time
in decades, makes meaningful reforms to our criminal justice system and begins to reverse the
injustices of mass incarceration. In 2019, he reintroduced the Marijuana Justice Act, which would
legalize marijuana at the federal level and restore justice to those already convicted of marijuana-
related offenses—convictions that disproportionately affect low-income communities and
communities of color.

Cory is leading the fight for equal justice for all Americans. He is an original co-sponsor of the
Equality Act to protect the rights of LGBTQ Americans, has advocated to expand access to
health care to every American, and is committed to addressing climate change with an eye toward
its impact on vulnerable communities. Cory’s landmark Environmental Justice Act strengthens legal
protections against environmental injustice for communities of color, low-income communities, and
indigenous communities.

As a tenant lawyer, city councilman, mayor, and now U.S. senator, Cory has spent his life bringing
people together to take on the problems we face. And what he’s learned is that the support of a
loving community can overcome even the most insurmountable challenges. His vision for our
country is one in which we are measured by our ability to love and to come together to create a
more fair and just nation for every New Jerseyan.

Speakers



Right now, unless you’re well-connected,
Governor Parson isn’t doing much to make a
difference for you and your family. Your
health care costs continue to rise. The
quality of education continues to drop.
Good jobs are tougher to come by. It’s all
happening while millions of your taxpayer
dollars are given away, wasted or stolen
each year.

Auditor Nicole Galloway

Nicole Galloway is running for Governor to change all of that.

As Missouri’s State Auditor, she has been the taxpayers’ independent watchdog.
She’s uncovered more than $350 million in wasted or stolen taxpayer money –– and
brought more than 60 criminal counts against corrupt public officials from both
political parties. Just imagine if all of that money went to making health care more
affordable or public schools stronger. Nicole has never settled for things being the
way they are and neither should you. It’s time for a New Way.

Nicole’s background isn’t in politics. She grew up in Fenton, and like so many
Missourians she was raised to respect the value of a dollar. As a kid, Nicole liked and
was good at math, so she went to Missouri S&T, majoring in applied mathematics
and economics. Then Nicole attended Mizzou, where she earned her MBA and
became a licensed CPA and eventually a Certified Fraud Examiner. Nicole went on to
serve as Boone County’s Treasurer and then Missouri’s State Auditor. Today, Nicole
lives in Columbia with her husband, Jon, and her three young sons.
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“Plain-spoken and bold.” That is how they
describe Alissia Canady in the newspaper,
and that is how she is running her campaign
for Lt. Governor. We have an opportunity to
make Missouri a safer and more desirable
place to live, work, and raise a healthy
family. But we need bold leaders to act on
those promises instead of just repeating the
same old “talking points” that never
materialize

Councilwoman Alissia Canady

materialize into action. Growing up on Kansas City’s east side, her mother taught
her actions speak louder than words. Before graduating from Kansas City Public
Schools, she worked for eight hours every day after class. That hard work paid off,
allowing her to purchase her first home at 18. She continued working during college,
even starting her first small business. After completing her undergraduate degree in
finance, she graduated from the South Dakota School of Law, and then moved back
to Missouri and immediately began working full time while studying for the Missouri
Bar exam. Working as an Assistant Prosecutor in Jackson County, she was a strong
advocate for victims and worked closely with communities to help reduce the
epidemic of violence plaguing Kansas City. It was this experience that taught her that
more police and longer prison sentences do not reduce violent crime. Focusing on
public safety and healthy communities, she sought, and was elected, Councilwoman
for Kansas City’s 5th District in 2015, holding leadership roles as the Chair of the
Neighborhoods and Public Safety Committee and the Health Commission. Upon
completing her term, she has returned to private law practice, and continues to
serve her community as the Chair of the Kansas City TIF Commission.
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Yinka Faleti is the Democratic Nominee for Missouri
Secretary of State. Born in Lagos, Nigeria, he immigrated
to the United States at the age of seven, arriving at John
F. Kennedy Airport. Yinka’s story is one that is inspiring
and truly an American dream come true.Yinka’s
childhood was one steeped in poverty. It wasn’t
uncommon for him to eat cereal mixed with water when
his family couldn’t afford milk. In search of where they
could thrive as an immigrant family, his family moved
often—from New York to Virginia to Florida to
Mississippi and finally to Texas. 

Yinka’s big break came through education. He graduated 

MR. Yinka Faleti

as valedictorian of his junior high school in Florida. In lieu of his last two years of high school, Yinka
attended and graduated from the Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science.

From there, he accepted an appointment to and graduated from the United States Military Academy at
West Point.

Duty, Honor, Country: while this is the West Point motto, it’s also an accurate description of Yinka. He
served in the active duty United States Army as a combat arms officer in tank units for over six years.
Yinka attained the rank of Captain after two deployments overseas to Kuwait as part of Operation Desert
Spring prior to 9/11 and Operation Enduring Freedom in response to 9/11.

After his Army career, Yinka moved to St. Louis to attend and graduate from law school at Washington
University. He then practiced as an attorney at the global law firm of Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner and
subsequently as a state prosecutor, where he worked for justice for victims of abuse, assault and burglary.

Sensing there was even more he could do to help his community, Yinka accepted a position as senior vice
president with United Way of Greater St. Louis. There, he led the fundraising and volunteer engagement
divisions, raising $300M during his tenure to help people in the Greater St. Louis region. Most recently,
Yinka served as Executive Director of the successor nonprofit to the Ferguson Commission, Forward
Through Ferguson. He stepped aside from that post to seek the office of Secretary of State of Missouri.

Throughout his professional career, Yinka has continually worked to get further upstream. Yinka is running
to increase opportunities to vote, reduce barriers to voter participation and protect and honor our
ballot initiative process. He lives in St. Louis with his wife, Ronke, and their four cheeky and charming
children.
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Rep. Vicki Englund
A native of South St. Louis County, Vicki attended St.
Catherine Laboure grade school, Lindbergh High
School and was the first member of her family to
attend college. The daughter of a Vietnam veteran
and a Transportation Department employee, Vicki
worked hard to pay her own way through college and
graduated with a combined Bachelor of Arts and
Master of Arts Degree in  Political Science from The
American University in Washington, D.C.

In 1992, Vicki volunteered for the Clinton-Gore
campaign and in 1993 worked as an intern for
CongressmanCongressman Dick Gephardt who served at the time as House Majority Leader. In 1997, Vicki

accepted a position with the Small Business Administration (SBA) during the Clinton Administration.
While with the SBA, Vicki worked hard on behalf of small business owners writing legislation and
monitoring bills on Capitol Hill. She saw first hand how small business owners are affected by
government policies. Those issues deeply affected Vicki and do to this day being a small business
owner herself. She started GiftPak Express in 1999 and continues this enterprise today.

In 2001, Vicki moved back to St. Louis. She accepted a position with the St. Louis County Economic
Council and served as South County Sector Specialist from 2001-2004. In 2002 Vicki was recognized
by the St. Louis Business Journal as a “30 under 30” award winner.

Vicki worked for Cushman Wakefield (formerly Colliers Turley Martin Tucker) from 2004 to 2008 as a
Real Estate Leasing Administrator at the St. Louis Headquarters of Edward Jones, negotiating long-
term leases for Financial Advisor Branch Offices.

In 2008, Vicki was elected to the MO House of Representatives and served her first two years in the
legislature. She was elected to the Lindbergh Schools Board of Education on April 5, 2011.

On November 6, 2012, Vicki was re-elected to the Missouri House of Representatives. She was also re-
elected to the Lindbergh Schools Board of Education on April 8, 2014 and served as its Treasurer until
April, 2017.

Vicki currently consults in the clean energy industry, runs her small business and is running for Missouri
State Treasurer in 2020.  She resides in Sunset Hills, MO with her husband Byron DeLear and her three
children.
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Richard Finneran is a former federal
prosecutor who has dedicated his life
to serving justice and protecting the
public. From 2010 to 2017, Rich served
as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in his
hometown of St. Louis, where he
aggressively prosecuted some of the
most significant cases in the history of
the state.

Mr. Rich Finneran

During his time as a federal prosecutor, Rich handled two of the largest
financial fraud cases ever prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney’s Office: the
2012 trial of Martin Sigillito, a Webster Groves attorney convicted of
running a $50 million Ponzi scheme, and the 2013 prosecution of James
Douglas Cassity and five others in connection with a $435 million funeral
insurance scam, the largest fraud case ever prosecuted in the Eastern
District of Missouri.  Missouri Lawyers Weekly  gave Rich its 2014 Legal
Champion Award for his work on the Cassity case. In 2016, Rich was
honored with the Missouri Bar Foundation’s David J. Dixon Appellate
Advocacy Award, which recognizes exceptional appellate practice by
members of the Missouri Bar.

Rich grew up in St. Louis County and is a proud graduate of Lafayette High
School. After receiving his undergraduate degree from the University of
North Carolina, Rich returned to St. Louis to attend law school at
Washington University. Currently an attorney in private practice, Rich also
teaches law at his alma mater, helping to train the next generation of
attorneys in their pursuit of justice.
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Fired up for 
Campaign Season?

Scan to register
to vote

Scan to join the
MDP mailing list

Scan to request an
absentee ballot

Scan to sign up to
volunteer





Speakers
Cori Bush is a nurse, pastor, single
mom, and Ferguson-made activist
running to represent MO-01 in U.S.
Congress. As a lifelong St. Louisan,
she understands the struggles of our
communities because she's lived them
herself. That’s why her platform puts
 platform putsregular, everyday people first, with solutions that are long overdue.

It’s time for change we can feel. 

St. Louis consistently has the highest violent crime rates, the highest
murder rates, and the most police shootings in the nation. For 20
years, we’ve suffered while complacent leaders line their pockets with
corporate contributions. She witnessed the failures of our elected
officials firsthand when she treated people as a medic on the streets
of Ferguson.

This is our moment to make history. Since 2014, she's fought for justice
in our communities, and she's ready to bring the fight from protest to
politics. We are living through a history-making moment. When we face
unprecedented challenges, we must respond with bold solutions and
fearless leadership. She's running for Congress because she is that
champion.

Ms. Cori Bush



sen. jill schupp

Jill has been shaped by a family
and community that valued
hard work, a good education,
and a belief that everyone
should have an opportunity to
succeed in life.   Jill was
profoundlyprofoundly influenced by the work ethic and devotion to

family she witnessed from both of her parents.

After attending the University of Missouri, Jill taught
elementary school before joining an advertising agency
where she helped businesses grow. Her upbringing, her
experience as an educator, and her work with businesses
has informed the values that have helped her be a better
public servant.

Jill is driven by the belief that when we identify the vision,
we can work to prioritize how our policies and resources
can work for what we value as a community, state, and
nation.
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Speakers
Rep. emanuel Cleaver, II

Congressman Emanuel Cleaver, II represents the 5th
Congressional District of Missouri. First elected to
Congress in 2004, he is completing his seventh term in
Congress. Immediately recognized by his peers for his
prior elected service, the Congressman was appointed
to the exclusive Financial Services Committee, where he
serves as the Ranking Member on the Housing
Subcommittee.

In Congress, Cleaver has led the efforts to bring civility
to the House of Representatives. He has been nationally-

a new American Royal Arena;
replacement of the more than 100 year old Chouteau Bridge;
rehabilitating and saving Union Station;
restoration of the WWI Liberty Memorial;
the reconstruction and beautification of Brush Creek; and
the expansion and renovation of Bartle Hall.

recognized for being a champion of civility and bipartisanship. His experience and knowledge have
been called upon through his service as Co-Chair of the National Prayer Breakfast and is the Past
Chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus.

His skills were honed by first serving for three terms on the City Council of Kansas City, Missouri.
Cleaver was elected as the City’s first African American Mayor in 1991.

During two terms as Mayor, he distinguished himself as an economic development and job creation
expert. He and the City Council brought a number of major corporations to the City, including Harley
Davidson, Citi Corp, and TransAmerica.

Also during his tenure as Mayor, he focused on local businesses and worked on significant job-creating
efforts including:

The Congressman and his wife, Dianne, along with their four children and five grandchildren, have lived
in Kansas City for more than forty years. For thirty-seven of those years, he served as the Senior
Pastor at St. James United Methodist Church, a post which one of their sons now holds.

Cleaver has received five honorary Doctoral Degrees in addition to his Bachelor’s degree from Prairie
View A&M, and a Master’s from the St. Paul School of Theology in Kansas City.
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Democrat of the Year

Rep. LaKeySha Bosley
Rep. Bosley is a product of a two- parent household in North St. Louis City. Raised in the
heart of the city, with rich history and encompassed with community, LaKeySha Bosley grew
up to be adventurous, free-spirited, and kind-hearted. Her father, Freeman Bosley, Sr., was an
Alderman in the City of St. Louis for 30 plus years, the second longest sitting alderman. Her
brother Freeman Bosley, Jr., was the first African- American mayor and the first circuit clerk of
the 22nd Judicial Circuit.   

Being a part of politics was not an option for her, it was her whole life. She didn’t choose
politics, it chose her. Being active in the community, being on ride-alongs with her father, and
long nights reading legislation, during the summer of course, it prepared her for the future. But
believe it or not she never wanted to be in politics. As a teenager, she despised it. It made
her late for basketball games and cheerleading.    Furthermore, it all started with her
grandfather, Preston T. Bosley. He sparked a flame so deep that it touched generations. He
was a man of unity. He would always say, “in order to play the piano you must play the black
and white keys.” at least that’s what her father always said he’d say. That meant that in order
to make something harmonious you needed everything to work together in one, this was also
applied to the community and changing things for the better. That’s something that was
passed on to her at a young age. Her father chained himself to the front door of Homer G.
Phillips Hospital, because it was being forced to close. This was the only hospital that would
serve African-Americans in a time where racial tensions in St. Louis City were extremely high.
My dad was and is her Black Panther, long before a film was created. He is her inspiration.
Honestly, she considers my entire family the “Political Avengers”.



Democrat of the Year Cont.

Rep. LaKeySha Bosley
She, along with other high-school scholars, organized the Democratic Youth Council in 2007. I
served as the Vice- President. They created the council to activate and excite other high
school students into understanding politics, and the importance of getting involved. They
organized meetings and information drives for schools in the City of St. Louis. Upon
graduating from the Cardinal Ritter College Preparatory High School, she attended the
HBCU, Tennessee State University where she studied Nursing. And this is where she had her
first experience of being a part of politics outside of St. Louis. Down almost 200 votes, and
two weeks before the election, her dear friend who was running for Miss Junior Tennessee
State University, asked her to be her campaign manager. With what she knew about politics,
she used all those skills she learned over the years and was able to aid her friend to come
within 30 votes. Although she lost the election, she was able to gain more ground, because of
the experience Bosley had in politics.

Understanding that there are many ways to reach a goal, she came back home and earned a
certification and became a licensed Certified Nursing Assistant from the Daruby School, where
she graduated top 5 of the class. With this certification complete, she was able to continue
her work of service. Being able to interact with families and listen to their stories humbled
her. This gave her even more of a heart for people that would eventually position her into the
political arena. Before she ran for office, doing community service, helping other candidates
going door to door, engaging with people, hearing their frustration, felons off probation and
parole thinking they lost their right to vote forever, and many of them fed up with the system
that continued to fail them for years... they denounced the voting process. This further
birthed that fire in her belly to do more, and be more for the people. She wanted to be a
voice for those who felt that the government abandoned them.



Young Democrat of the Year

Dalton Crawford

Dalton Crawford is a Missouri Bootheel native, where
he has supported Democratic candidates throughout
Dunklin and the surrounding counties.

He is currently serving as Chair for Missouri Students
for Biden, for which he is also the team leader of the
Mizzou chapter. He also works as an intern for
Auditor Galloway’s gubernatorial race.



Volunteer of the Year

Dr. Jonathan Kessler
Jonathan Kessler is a lifelong Democrat and the son of a third-generation beautician and a
UMWA coal miner.   He is a proud alumnus of SE Missouri State University and Washington
University in St. Louis.   Currently, he is an Assistant Professor of Physics at a four-year
regional university.

In 2017, he was elected as chair of the Cape Girardeau County Democratic Committee,
which he served until late 2020. As the county chair Dr. Kessler organized monthly
educational forums, hosted regular business meetings, rebuilt and maintained the county
website and social media pages, co-hosted fundraisers for candidates, and organized the
largest committee fundraiser in recent SE Missouri history.

He was elected as the chair of the 8th  Congressional District Democratic Committee in
2018.   In this role, he traveled to over 25 counties to listen to Democratic clubs and
committees, distributed materials to potential candidates, and consulted on rebuilding the
organization in rural areas. In 2019, he organized a listening tour that brought Democratic
state representatives to the 8th Congressional District.

In addition to his work in rural SE Missouri, he has served in numerous capacities with the
Democratic State Committee including the Executive Committee, the Nominations
Committee, and the Field Organization Task Force.




